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In honour of Walt Whitman's 200th birthday (31 May 2019) we bring you a solo 
recording of his seminal work Leaves of Grass. Originally published in 1855, the work 
started as a collection of 12 unnamed poems. However, Whitman spent most of his 
life writing and re-writing Leaves of Grass, resulting in many different editions 
published throughout his life. The final collection, which is recorded here, is a 
compilation of about 400 poems separated into 35 books. 

This book is notable for its discussion of delight in sensual pleasures, and exalting the
body and the material world. At the time, such candid displays were considered highly
immoral, which led to reviews considering it "offensive", "obscene", "a mass of stupid 
filth", or suggesting it should have been burned after writing. Leaves of Grass even 
became banned in various locations, which only led to increased sales, with some 
printings even selling out on the first day. To this day, the work's legacy remains 
strong, and is one of the most important collections of American poetry.

Among some of the best known poems contained in this work are "O captain! My 
captain!", "I sing the body electric", and "Song of Myself". 

Read by Foon.  Total running time: 18:43:43

This recording is in the public domain and may be reproduced, distributed, or 
modified without permission. For more information or to volunteer, visit librivox.org.
Cover picture based on early editions. Copyright expired in U.S., Canada, EU. and all 
countries with author’s life +70 yrs laws. Cover design by Annise. This design is in 
the public domain. 
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